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SUBJECT: NTINGA STRIVES FOR INTEGRATION OF GOVERNMENT PROGRAMMES

Ntinga O.R. Tambo Development Agency in partnership with O.R. Tambo District Municipality,
Department of Agriculture & Agrarian Reform, Local Farmers, and other key stakeholders
conducted a two-day stakeholder engagement workshop. The aim of the workshop was to
inform all the relevant stakeholders and local farmers about the new developments in terms of
rolling out agricultural related programmes. It was also meant to get the buy-in of the local
farmers in the formal establishment of Agro-Industry Development Forum. The establishment of
this forum is informed by Department of Agriculture, Land Reform & Rural Development,
National Agriculture and Agro-processing Master Plan (Social Compact). This is part of igniting
economic growth, inclusivity and employment through a social compact approach. The initial
idea is to leverage both private sector and other social partners capacity, talent, resources and

capital to rebuild our country in a manner that benefits all social partners.

As part of the programme, terms of reference were presented by Mr Phangisa Kango O.R.
Tambo District Municipality Head of Agriculture Department. "This forum will serve as the sub-
committee of the District Development Model (DDM) which promotes integration of government
programmes. Through Integration, the Eastern Cape Province can live its name of being an
agricultural province and O.R. Tambo being the food basket of the province and the country,"

said Kango

During the engagements attendees reflected on possible collaboration areas of development in
the O.R. Tambo District, with special focus on Agriculture particularly Livestock Improvement,
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Crop Production and Agro-processing. However, the scope of the forum can be extended

whenever it is necessary to do so.

The forum aim to have one plan where government departments, SOC's, SOE's and Private
Sector have one budget in one basket and implement potential agricultural projects together as
the forum. This will assist the roll-out of agricultural related projects across the O.R. Tambo

Region and avoid duplication of projects / double dipping.

Wild Coast Foods was among the key stakeholders that attended the programme, Chief
Executive Officer Anele Mtshemla presented the economic opportunities available for local
farmers in O.R. Tambo District. He also reflected on the Wild Coast SEZ Projects they are
planning to roll out. These projects aim at introducing manufacturing in the area and agro

processing.

He emphasized that active participation of local farmers in these activities will promote the local
economy and create job opportunities for locals. He further highlighted that these programmes

are meant to bridge the gap between primary, secondary, tertiary, and commercial farming.

Already, development of manufacturing and agro processing facility has started next to Mthatha
Airport, and we have identified few pilot farms for ploughing of various products that will be

taken to the facility for value adding / processing.

Let’s commercialise our farming businesses and take the primary production up to a

manufacturing stage together and limit importation, said Mtshemla in his closing remarks.

Local Farmers and LED Practitioners were in attendance to embrace this informative session.
All the stakeholders in attendance have a role to play in economic development of the district

and the province.

One of the key challenges identified is that in terms of Livestock, O.R. Tambo District is the
biggest contributor in livestock production, however that is not directly translated to market

value.

Various agricultural related developmental plans, projects, challenges, and possible areas of

collaboration were discussed.



Speaking on behalf of Local Farmers, Nyangilizwe Sogoni from Lusikisiki, appreciated the
efforts or work that has been done thus far for the benefit of local farmers. He also expressed

words of gratitude for being included in the forum as the local farmers.

“We are happy to be part of this forum, it means as the local farmers we are considered. We are
happy that finally government is moving away from the culture of imposing programmes to us.
We also appreciate the opportunities presented by Wild Coast Foods. As the local farmers, we

are ready. This is the era we have been waiting for” said Sogoni.

Summing up his remarks he urged all the stakeholders to ensure that the work done by the

forum is traceable and the forum always serves its purpose.

Ntinga Chief Executive Officer, Loyiso Mbiko closing the session, promised all the stakeholders
that the forum will be functional and will constantly update local farmers of new developments.
He further articulated that the success of this forum relies on the full commitment and active
participation of every stakeholder. The agriculture and agro-processing role-players
demonstrated their appreciation of serious risks faced by the farmers, the storms that buffet the
economy, and a deep sense of shared value through their willingness to narrow their differences
and mobilise collective energies around those areas where there are shared interests. Even
though there are still remaining areas of differences, stakeholders commit themselves to this
forum and to a process of continued engagement to implement those areas that can drive
greater equity in access to land and water; ensure growth and transformation in agriculture and
in related value chains; unlock greater value greater value in the economy including through
local value addition; modernize and enhance competitiveness; enhance access to appropriate
technologies; broaden participation by small-scale, emerging, and black farmers; maximize rural

livelihoods through promotion of employment-intensive farming and agro-processing.

The Master Plan that informs establishment of this intergovernmental relations structure has

the following specific objectives:

¢ Increase food security in South Africa;
¢ Promote and accelerate sustainable transformation in the agriculture and agro-processing

sectors;



¢ Improve access to local and export markets, which will require constant upgrades in the
guality of supply to bolster South Africa's competitiveness;

¢ Enhance competitiveness and entrepreneurship opportunities through technological
innovation, innovative financing model for black farmers, infrastructure construction and
digitalization;

o Create an effective farmer support system and agro-processing incentives.

e Create decent, growing and inclusive employment, in addition to improving working
conditions and fair wage in the sector.

¢ Improve the safety of the farming community and reduce stock and crop theft and farm
attacks.

e Create a capable state and enabling policy environment and

¢ Enhance resilience to the effects of climate change and promote sustainable management

of natural resources.

For more information contact Communications and PR Officer: Siphosethu Tikana at 064 900
8392 or email siphosethut@ntinga.org.za
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