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STRATEGIC POSITION OF: KEI FRESH PRODUCE MARKET AND UMZIKANTU RED MEAT 

ABATTOIR.  

The O.R. Tambo District Municipality is not immune to the national challenges of high rate of 

unemployment and poverty. The opportunity of self-employment in the form of businesses in 

farming has a great potential to change the plight of the district.  The local farmers in the O.R. 

Tambo District seem to be struggling to make effective use of the opportunities created for them 

to supply quality produce to the market. There is a massive decline in farming activity in the 

O.R. District and the district is faced with a challenge of food production, particularly supply of 

different edible fruits and vegetables. 

 

Kei Fresh Produce Market (KFPM) has always been a solution to SMME’s who are in primary 

agriculture and agro-processing by availing the market their produce. Numerous efforts have 

been made to engage all the relevant stakeholders as well as the general public about the 

market opportunities in O.R. Tambo District such as Kei Fresh Produce Market (KFPM) to 

ensure food security and alleviation of poverty. 

 

KFPM is open to the general public who are producers and consumers to supply fresh produce 

(variety of edible fruits and vegetables) and for consumers and or sellers to buy and sell from 

the market. Local farmers are encouraged to take advantage of the opportunities created for 

them and supply quality produce to the market and hawkers as well as consumers to buy from 

KFPM..  

 

The market was established to help local small farmers in O.R. Tambo Municipality to access 

market through KFPM and help fruits and vegetables sellers to buy their stock from a close by 

market.  



 
 
 
 
The mandate of KFPM is now extended to include meat market that will assist to operate in 

December 2020 as a wholesale meat market to general public. 

  

Currently the marketplace has one market agent and has the capacity to accommodate about 

four (4) market agents on the trading floor. It is the responsibility of market agent to receive 

products from farmers and sell to the buyers. The farmers are encouraged to take advantage of 

this opportunity through forging formidable relationship with market agent. 

 

Ntinga O.R. Tambo Development Agency also has an abattoir which is open to livestock 

production farmers to supply Umzikantu Red Meat Abattoir with quality livestock. It is one of the 

highest recognised throughput abattoirs in the Eastern Cape Province, located at Nyameni 

Road in Zimbane location under the jurisdictionary area of O.R. Tambo District Municipality 

(ORTDM). It sells high quality meat at very competitive prices to customers such as general 

public, Supermarkets, Butcheries, Hospitals as well as Hostels around ORTDM. 

The abattoir is offering slaughter and cutting services to the public at an affordable fee. Health 

and hygiene standards are of high standards and the abattoir complies with the Meat Health 

Safety Act 40 of 2000.In adherence to COVID-19 regulations, both the KFPM and Abattoir 

ensure that the following basic protocols are being followed: 

 

- Screening of staff, suppliers and customers  

- Collection of customer information  

- Correct use of Personal Protective Equipment 

- Physical social distancing of 1.5 metre 

- Sanitisation of hands and all surfaces 

- Training of staff on all requirements 

 

In the previous years O.R. Tambo District Municipality resolved to take a leading role in the 

establishment of Rural Agricultural Finance Initiative (RAFI) in the district with the assistance of 

Ntinga O.R. Tambo Development Agency in quest of creating a highly productive, processing, 

industrial and eco-friendly region. The main focus was to support small medium enterprises 

from O.R. Tambo District. The entity has made the ensuing provisions in favour of local farmers: 

- availability of market agents 

- Safe storage 

- Display of products 



 
 
 
 

- Marketing of products 

Various interventions, engagements and consultations have been made in an attempt to ensure 

food production as well as food security. However, poverty is still a common enemy, to fight it 

we all need to join hands and put our differences aside in pursuit of facing the prevailing service 

delivery challenges that hinder productivity in the district. 

In the past years the local farmers have been complaining about lack of market for their 

products as well as livestock. Unexpectedly, market that has been established as an effort to 

respond to market needs of local farmers remains underutilised. 

 

For enquiries about Kei Fresh Produce Market and Umzikantu Red Meat Abattoir services 

contact the following people during working hours: 

Mr X. Mapatwana (Abattoir: Manager) - 076 948 0797 / 047 495 0567 

Mr X. Jikwana (Market Master) - 073 812 5379 
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